
PREMIER ACCESS
Texas Legislative Associates is one of the premier independent lobby firms in Texas. Our company’s 
philosophy is to know the people in the political process and to work directly with the Legislature and 
state agencies to achieve maximum results for our clients. We do this with the highest ethical standards 
and always maintain compliance with the Texas Ethics Commission regulations. 



STRATEGIC PLANNING 
• Developing a long‐term legislative strategy.
• Maintain external relations with allied 

organizations and associations.

LEGISLATIVE AND REGULATORY 
ADMINISTRATION 

• Draft legislation and secure House and 
Senate authors to sponsor our bills.

• Maintain bill tracking lists.
• Coordinate bill analysis activities.
• Develop comments and testimony 

for proposed agency rules.

SESSION LOBBYING
• Ensure access to legislators. 
• Maintain a personal relationship with key 

legislators.
• Communicate positions to legislators.
• Work to pass or defeat legislation.
• Attend all hearings.
• Recruit & prepare witnesses. 
• Participate in all negotiations.
• Secure Governor’s signature or veto.

INDUSTRY COALITION BUILDING 
• Bringing like minded companies together.
• Recruit membership from impacted parties.
• Building an advocacy plan of action.
• Speaking with a united voice.
• Protecting participants from individual 

retribution.

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS SERVICES
Texas Legislative Associates understands the intricacies of Texas government 

and has shown significant success in working with both the Legislature and state 
agencies.

The firm is noted for its in-depth knowledge of the political and legislative processes 
that affect the balance of power in Texas. More than 30 years of experience enhances 
the firm’s ability to represent those who have vital interests pending before the state 
of Texas. Our team of former legislators and agency executives offer our clients 
extraordinary access to key policymakers and a unique understanding of the critical 
issues pending before the Texas Legislature.

The following is an outline of the governmental services that are available from the 
firm. These activities will be tailored to meet the needs of the client once priorities 
and goals are established.
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REGULATORY ADVOCACY
• Attend all related agency hearings and 

board meetings.
• Identify proposed rules.
• Provide testimony and comments.
• Assist in compliance issues.

LEGISLATIVE INTERIM ACTIVITIES
• Identify major interim studies.
• Recommend appropriate interim studies.
• Monitor all appropriate agencies under 

sunset review.
• Recruit testimony when needed.
• Participate in negotiations prior to 

legislative sessions.

GRASS ROOTS POLITICAL ACTION
• Build legislative corporate identity.
• Identify key legislative leaders with 

facilities in their districts.
• Help build relationships between 

legislators and corporate leadership.
• Encourage corporate leadership 

participation in campaigns.

MEDIA & PUBLIC RELATIONS
• As needed, manage media relations.
• Develop key messaging documents & 

press releases.
• Develop effective communications 

strategies.



PRINCIPAL ASSOCIATES

KENT GRUSENDORF
Kent Grusendorf, a businessman and investor from Arlington, TX, who served as a 
Republican member of the Texas House of Representatives from 1987 to 2007 while he 
resided in Arlington. From 1982 to 1984, Grusendorf served on the elected Texas Board 
of Education, and when in the Legislature he served two terms as the Public Education 
Committee Chairman.

BRAD T. SHIELDS II  
Brad T. Shields II has spent more than 15 years in Texas politics in multiple capacities. 
He began his legislative career working in the House of Representatives and the Texas 
Senate while attending the University of Texas at Austin. He served on staff of multiple 
State Representatives during legislative sessions handling legislation and policy issues. In 
addition, he worked on political campaigns helping incumbents and challengers towards 
victory to their respective offices. In 2004, he joined the Texas Retailers Association lobby 
team as their legislative associate. There he worked with multiple fortune 500 companies 
as it related to legislation and political functions. 

BILL KEFFER 
Attorney Bill Keffer served two terms in the Texas House of Representatives, serving on 
the  House Committee on Energy Resources, House Committee on Insurance, and House 
Committee on Public Education. Keffer maintains an expertise in energy and environmental 
law. In October 2012 Bill was appointed to the Interstate Oil & Gas Compact Commission 
(IOGCC) by Governor Perry.

STEPHANIE GIBSON
For more than 20 years, Stephanie Gibson has been involved in the legislative process in 
one facet or another. She has significant political experience, having consulted, managed, 
and fundraised for legislative and statewide campaigns. Since 2003, Gibson has been a 
consultant for numerous clients facilitating their needs through the legislative process. 
Most recently she served as Vice President of Governmental Affairs for the Texas Retailers 
Association.

BRADFORD SHIELDS, MANAGING ASSOCIATE 
Bradford Shields founded the firm in 1988 and is noted for his in-depth knowledge of the 
political and legislative processes and how it affects the balance of power in Texas. His 
expertise enhances his firm’s ability to represent those who have vital interests pending 
before the state of Texas. The web-based publication Mike Hailey’s Capitol Inside ranked 
Shields among the Top Hired Gun Contract Lobbyists in Texas and as one of the Top 
Five Education Lobbyists in Texas.



“Their insights into the way state government works and their ability to know 
things before they happen make their support invaluable. They also have 
an uncanny ability to move through the maze of details and provide clear 
translations of what is really happening.”
          Jim Blanchard, Principal, Strategic Positioning, Inc.

“When walking the halls of the capitol, Brad seems to know everyone. He is 
well respected and his impeccable reputation is of great benefit to his clients. 
He is always at the capitol, available to legislators and staff and provides 
valuable assistance to his clients.”
    Phillip Holt, Director of Public Affairs, Security Finance Corporation

“There is no better guide through the intricate halls of Austin then the TLA 
team. They know everyone and everyone knows and trust them for their 
knowledgeable, ethical and well prepared approach that they take in all that 
they do. Through TLA we have strengthened collaborative relationships and 
built new ones. Having them on our team has been a great asset to us and 
the profession of pharmacy.”
             Julie Spier, R.Ph. – Randalls/Tom Thumb/Safeway 

“Brad and Stephanie along with their firm are the epitome of a quality 
governmental affairs team. They take time to understand their clients’ business 
needs and then diligently advocate. Texas Legislative Associates continues to 
be one of my most trusted resources in and around the Texas Capitol. I would 
highly recommend this team to anyone looking to advance an idea or piece 
of legislation in Austin.”
                               Gary F. Gibson-CFO, Star Furniture Company
        (A Berkshire Hathaway Company)

“A lobbyist’s greatest asset is his integrity. The team at TLA are respected 
and trusted by all who know them and they are always welcome in my office.”

            Representative Dan Flynn (R-Van)

“They are always well prepared, honest and a tremendous source of 
information on the issues they represent. They are an asset to their clients 
and to the deliberative process of developing public policy.”

           Representative Rob Eissler (R-The Woodlands)

“The lobbyists at Texas Legislative Associates are very professional and always 
stand by their work.  Their reputation is important to them and I appreciate 
that they value high principles over rhetoric.  They are always welcome in my 
office and we count on them to present a truthful presentation.”

                   Representative John Raney (R-Bryan) 

“The Brad’s have been friends and supporters of mine since before I was 
first elected to the legislature over 20 years ago.  They always tell it to me 
straight, and I can count on them to support the positions they take.  They 
are a valuable asset to their clients and I know that they are highly thought of 
around the Capitol.”
                     Senator Leticia Van de Putte (D-San Antonio)

WHAT CLIENTS ARE SAYING

WHAT LEGISLATORS ARE SAYING
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GOVERNMENT RELATIONS SERVICES

COURTNEY READ-HOFFMAN 
Courtney Read Hoffman has spent much of her life in the world of public relations and Texas 
politics, where she has developed a full portfolio of professional experience and political contacts. 
Her diverse background supports an array of services including legislative monitoring and lobbying, 
regulatory navigation, grassroots issues campaigns, and non-profit advocacy. Over the years, she 
has represented a variety of industries from insurance to medical transportation to IT procurement 
and has walked the halls of the state Capitol on behalf of youth, education, the elderly and rural 
Texas.

KELLY McBETH 
Kelly was a former senior staffer for Sen.Teel Bivins and Rep. Buddy West before she became 
an independent lobbyist representing clients with natural resources, energy, electricity and water 
interests.

JIM RUDD 
Jim is an attorney who served nine terms in the Texas House of Representatives from Brownfield, 
Texas. Jim was chairman of the powerful House Appropriations Committee and was a candidate 
for Speaker of the House before his retirement. Rudd now represents numerous business entities.

OUR LOBBY NETWORK 

OUR PUBLIC RELATIONS NETWORK
Whether our goal is to pass legislation or raise awareness 
of an issue, Noble Strategic Partners is uniquely 
qualified to coordinate all aspects of a local or statewide 
public affairs effort. It can successfully implement 
targeted, all-hands-on-deck projects in any area of Texas 
or design and coordinate a comprehensive statewide 
project by assembling a highly integrated and organized 
public affairs, media and communications team.



Located in the historic Wahrenberger House which is found on the western edge of the Capitol grounds. The 
building was originally built in 1832 for the German-American Women’s College and was later the home of 

Gov. Pat Neff and U.S. Rep. Speaker Sam Rayburn.

YOUR CAPITOL HEADQUARTERS 
TEXAS LEGISLATIVE ASSOCIATES OFFERS ITS CLIENTS:

• An Austin presence yards from the Capitol grounds. 
• Conference Rooms with teleconferencing. 
• Parking and office space during Capitol visits.
• Internet and communications services.
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